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Summary.—Results are given for three studies of samples tested with the Stan-
dard Progressive Matrices (SPM) in Morocco. The first consisted of 85 children
(boys, girls; M age=8.5yr.) in the town of Kenitra and obtained a British IQ of 74.
The second consisted of 202 adults (92 men, 110 women; M age=26yr.) in four cit-
ies and obtained a British IQ of 81. The third consisted of 1,177 secondary school
children (723 boys, 454 girls; ages 12-17yr.) in a rural area and obtained a British IQ
of 73.3. It is proposed that the best estimate of the Moroccan IQ can be obtained as
the average of the three results, giving an IQ of 76.

A research program to collect IQs for all nations in the world was ini-
tiated by Lynn (1978) and has been extended in a number of subsequent
publications summarized in Lynn and Vanhanen (2012). In these studies,
national IQs are given in relation to a British mean of 100 and SD=15.

In their most recent compilation of national IQs, Lynn and Vanhanen
(2012) gave IQ estimates for six different Moroccan samples, which ranged
between 75 and 85 with a median of 84. These studies were all based on
Moroccan immigrants in The Netherlands and Spain and are not the most
satisfactory samples because immigrants are not necessarily representa-
tive of their home country and their IQs may be increased by the better
environments of Europe. To provide better estimates, this study describes
three studies of the IQ of Moroccans in Morocco.

The first of these studies reported Standard Progressive Matrices
(SPM) data for 85 children (boys and girls®) with a mean age of 8.5yr. in the
small town of Kenitra in the northwest of Morocco (Aboussaleh, Ahami,
Bonthoux, Marenddaz, & Valdois, 2006). The sample obtained a score of 21,
which is at the 17 percentile on the 1979 British standardization and equiv-
alent to an IQ of 86. The British IQ of this age group increased by 4.9 1Q
points a decade over the years 1979-2008 (Flynn, 2012, Table A16, p. 211),
so 12 IQ points (25yr.) need to be deducted, giving a Moroccan IQ of 74.
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The second study reported Standard Progressive Matrices (SPM) data
for a sample of 202 adults (92 men, 110 women; Sellami, Infanzén, Lanzén,
Diaz, & Lynn, 2010). The sample had a mean age of 26yr. (SD=7.76) and
consisted of administrators, cleaners, waiters, and cooks in university halls
of residence in the cities of Casablanca, Marrakech, Meknes, and Tangiers.
The sample obtained a mean score of 43.73, which is at the 10th percentile
of the 1992 British standardization sample of adults given in Raven, Raven,
and Court (2000, p. 81) and is equivalent to an IQ of 81. No adjustment is
made for a Flynn effect because there has been no increase in SPM scores in
Britain among those aged 13+yr. from 1979 to 2008 (Lynn, 2009).

The third study consisted of an administration in 2010-2012 of the
Standard Progressive Matrices to 1,177 secondary school children ages
12-17 years (723 boys, 454 girls) in the rural commune of Sidi El Kamal
in northwestern Morocco published by Sbaibi, Aboussaleh, and Ahmani
(2014). The results are shown in Table 1. This gives the means for the
sample and British percentiles in the 1979 standardization for the 12- to
15.5-year-olds (Raven, 1981). There are no British norms for 16- to 17-year-
olds, but norms for these ages are given for the United States by Raven,
Raven, and Court (2000, Table SPM9, p. 82).

The right-hand column gives the British IQ equivalents of the percen-
tiles given in Columns 4 and 5. The American IQ is 2 points lower than
the British, so the IQs have been reduced by 2 points to convert to British
IQs. The mean of the 12 IQs is 73.3. No adjustment is needed for a possi-
ble Flynn effect increase in British norms because there were no gains in
the British Standard Progressive Matrices for these age groups during the
years 1979-2008 (Flynn, 2012, Table A16, p. 211).

The three studies of samples tested with the Standard Progressive Matri-
ces in Morocco obtained scores that were equivalent to British IQs of 74, 81,
and 73.3. These are all lower than the median of 84 obtained in the six stud-
ies of Moroccan immigrants in The Netherlands or Spain (Lynn & Vanhanen,
2012) and may be regarded as better estimates of the Moroccan IQ. The third
study by Sbaibi, et al. (2014) was by far the largest, with a sample to 1,177.
However, the sample came from a rural area, and rural samples generally ob-
tain lower IQs than urban samples, so the IQ value of 73.3 is likely to be an
underestimate. The authors propose that the best estimate of the Moroccan IQ
can be obtained as the average of the three results, giving an IQ of 76.

This result is somewhat lower than the IQs of other North African
countries, which were calculated as 82.7 in Egypt, 82.8 in Algeria, 84.6 in
Libya, and 84 in Tunisia (Lynn & Vanhanen, 2012). It is also lower than the
IQ of 84 for Morocco obtained from immigrants in Spain and The Nether-
lands, suggesting that the IQs of immigrants give an inflated estimate of
the Moroccan 1Q.
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TABLE 1
STANDARD PROGRESSIVE MATRICES SCORES FOR CHILDREN
IN MoRrocco
Percentile .
Age (yr.) N M 7British Us. British IQ
12 38 25.1 3 72
12.5 90 24.8 5 75.5
13 86 24.6 3 72
13.5 76 254 4 74
14 94 29.3 5 75.5
14.5 137 30.6 2 69.5
15 154 30.5 6 76.5
15.5 137 32.3 4 74
16 137 30.7 5 73.5
16.5 99 325 4 72
17 81 324 4 72
17.5 52 34.4 5 73.5
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